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Federal Highway Administration, DOT § 661.19 

the requirements of the National 
Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS). 

Plans, specifications and estimates 
(PS&E) means construction drawings, 
compilation of provisions, and con-
struction project cost estimates for the 
performance of the prescribed scope of 
work. 

Preliminary engineering (PE) means 
planning, survey, design, engineering, 
and preconstruction activities (includ-
ing archaeological, environmental, and 
right-of-way activities) related to a 
specific bridge project. 

Public authority means a Federal, 
State, county, town, or township, In-
dian tribe, municipal or other local 
government or instrumentality with 
authority to finance, build, operate, or 
maintain toll or toll-free facilities. 

Public road means any road or street 
under the jurisdiction of and main-
tained by a public authority and open 
to public travel. 

Structurally deficient (SD) means a 
bridge becomes structurally deficient 
when it reaches the set threshold of 
one of the six criteria from the FHWA 
NBI. 

Structure Inventory and Appraisal 
(SI&A) Sheet means the graphic rep-
resentation of the data recorded and 
stored for each NBI record in accord-
ance with the Recording and Coding 
Guide for the Structure Inventory and 
Appraisal of the Nation’s Bridges (Re-
port No. FHWA–PD–96–001). 

Sufficiency rating (SR) means the nu-
merical rating of a bridge based on its 
structural adequacy and safety, essen-
tiality for public use, and its service-
ability and functional obsolescence. 

§ 661.7 What is the IRRBP? 

The IRRBP, as established under 23 
U.S.C. 202(d)(4), is a nationwide pri-
ority program for improving struc-
turally deficient and functionally obso-
lete IRR bridges. 

§ 661.9 What is the total funding avail-
able for the IRRBP? 

The statute authorizes $14 million to 
be appropriated from the Highway 
Trust Fund in Fiscal Years 2005 
through 2009. 

§ 661.11 When do IRRBP funds become 
available? 

IRRBP funds are authorized at the 
start of each fiscal year but are subject 
to Office of Management and Budget 
apportionment before they become 
available to FHWA for further distribu-
tion. 

§ 661.13 How long are these funds 
available? 

IRRBP funds for each fiscal year are 
available for obligation for the year 
authorized plus three years (a total of 
four years). 

§ 661.15 What are the eligible activities 
for IRRBP funds? 

(a) IRRBP funds can be used to carry 
out PE, construction, and CE activities 
of projects to replace, rehabilitate, 
seismically retrofit, paint, apply cal-
cium magnesium acetate, sodium ace-
tate/formate or other environmentally 
acceptable, minimally corrosive anti- 
icing and deicing compositions, or in-
stall scour countermeasures for struc-
turally deficient or functionally obso-
lete IRR bridges, including multiple 
pipe culverts. 

(b) If a bridge is replaced under the 
IRRBP, IRRBP funds can be also used 
for the demolition of the old bridge. 

§ 661.17 What are the criteria for 
bridge eligibility? 

(a) Bridge eligibility requires the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Have an opening of 20 feet or 
more; 

(2) Be located on an IRR that is in-
cluded in the IRR Inventory; 

(3) Be structurally deficient or func-
tionally obsolete, and 

(4) Be recorded in the NBI main-
tained by the FHWA. 

(b) Bridges that were constructed, re-
habilitated or replaced in the last 10 
years, will be eligible only for seismic 
retrofit or installation of scour coun-
termeasures. 

§ 661.19 When is a bridge eligible for 
replacement? 

To be eligible for replacement, the 
bridge must be considered structurally 
deficient or functionally obsolete and 
must be in accordance with 23 CFR 
part 650.409(a) for bridge replacement. 
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